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Wednesday, July 15, 2020 
 
Dear PPS Parents,  
 
Last evening, members of the 14 All In to Reopen Our Schools subcommittees highlighted vital 
recommendations during a virtual event held on Zoom and live-streamed on the District's 
Facebook page and website. More than 300 subcommittee members and staff participated in the 
event, and 16,000 individuals viewed it online. The All In subcommittees' meaningful work has 
resulted in more than 400 thoughtful recommendations to ensure a safe reopening of schools for 
all students and staff. I am grateful to all members of our subcommittee and for our partnership 
with the PFT and One Pa that has brought so many voices to the table. My team is cataloging all of 
the questions received from last evening's event and expect to have an updated frequently asked 
questions document on our website by Friday.  
 
Immediate Actions for Our Reopening 

The All-In to Open Our Schools subcommittee work yielded a total of 407 recommendations. All of 
the recommendations are online for review at www.pghschools.org/allin. Some immediate actions 
for the reopening, we have announced include:  

 The choice for families between a full-time E-Learning option or a mix of in-school 
instruction and E-Learning. To date, close to 1,157 students have enrolled in full-time E-

Learning.  

 The switch to Schoology as the District's online Learning Management System, with 
the integrated use of Microsoft Teams to support communications. Schoology, currently 
used at the Pittsburgh Science and Technology Academy, rated high for its ease of use, 
accessibility, technical integration, and content management. 

 An AA/BB cohort schedule for in-school instruction to limit the number of students in 
the building at any one time. This would mean students in one cohort may attend school 

Monday and Tuesday and participate in E-Learning on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 
In contrast, some students attend school on Thursday and Friday and have E-Learning on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. AA/BB is preferred over AB/AB to support in-depth 
cleaning requirements between cohorts.   

 No in-school instruction at the Gifted Center. All classes will be held virtually.  

 All students and staff are required to wear masks all day and practice social distancing.  

 Students on a school bus sit one to a seat. A survey will be sent to families to learn their 
plans for utilizing District transportation to schedule bus routes effectively. 

 A change in the school calendar to provide additional days for teacher and staff 
professional development.  

 
Reopening Timeline and Family Engagement Events 
As a reminder, the Board will vote on the Health and Safety plan required by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health on Wednesday, July 22. We will present the final decisions regarding the 
reopening of school on Tuesday, August 4. Between July 22 and the start of school, we will host 
virtual presentations for students, families, and the community about a variety of topics on the 
reopening. These presentations will provide pertinent information about health and safety 
protocols, E-Learning, transportation, food, special education, mental health, and much more. 
 

http://www.pghschools.org/allin
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Enrollment for Full-Time E-Learning 

We know that during such uncertain times, it is important for families to have a choice on how their 
child receives instruction this school year. Families can choose a full-time E-Learning option or 
choose to return their child to school under the Blended model. To date, 1,163 students have 
enrolled in the full-time E-Learning option. Families are asked to enroll by Monday, July 20. 
Enrollment will be available after July 20. The initial deadline is set to help us plan for in-school 
instruction and transportation. To complete the online enrollment form, families will need to provide 
their child’s full name and student ID number online at www.pghschools.org/elearningenrollment. 
Student ID numbers are available on a child’s report card. Families needing their child’s ID# or 
having difficulty enrolling, can contact the District’s Support Center at 412-529-HELP (4357) or visit 
www.pghschools.org/letstalk and submit a Let’s Talk Ticket and a staff member will call you back. 
 
Change to the 2020-2021 School Calendar 
This evening, the Board of Directors voted to change the first day of school for students. All 
students in PreKindergarten and grades 1-12 will begin school on Monday, August 31. 
Kindergarten students will begin school on Thursday, September 3. The change in the 
calendar will allow for a total of six professional development days for teacher professional 
development on Schoology and Teams, instruction in boht E-Learning and our belended model, 
and health and safety protocols. 
 
Upcoming Board Meetings 

Next week, the Board will hold two virtual meetings. To view each meeting, visit our website at 
www.pghschools.org. The schedule for next week is below.  
• Monday, July 20 at 6 PM – Public Hearing 
• Wednesday, July 22 at 4 PM– Legislative Meeting 
 
 
Our number one priority is and will remain the health and safety of our students and staff. We are 
monitoring the coronavirus cases in Allegheny County daily and are focused and committed to 
making sure we provide the best, equitable educational opportunities for our students regardless of 
if we return to school fully online or in a blended model with some students in school a few days a 
week and others learning from home. If your family would like to choose the full-time E-Learning 
option, please complete an enrollment form online at www.pghschools.org/elearningenrollment.  
 
 
Anthony D. Hamlet, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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